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Lots of changes coming
Change is in the air in Poppleton at the moment
with lots of planning for growth going on at The
Centre, two local pubs changing hands, a favourite Italian restaurant likely to close and one
of our key local retailers under new ownership.
There’s more information about all of this inside.

Peter Powell
Trustees were saddened to hear that long-serving Parish Councillor Peter Powell died in December. Peter and his wife, Anne, had a long
history of involvement with The Centre and our
thoughts are with the family at this sad time. His
collagues on Nether Poppleton Parish Council
have plans to create a lasting memorial to Peter
and an obituary penned by Richard Harper appears on Page 8 together with a message from
Anne and her family.
Trustees are working on plans to develop The Centre

Centre Development Plan

We reported in the Christmas issue of Centrepiece about work that is currently being undertaken by the Trustees to identify how best to
move forward in developing The Centre given
that, not only is our space under extreme pressure currently, but that the building of 1,500
homes on the outskirts of the village will, in the
not too distant future, create even greater demand.
The Tennis Club, Bowls Club and
Poppleton United are all working on their own
identification of growth needs to accommodate
potential demand and their aspirations are being added to the planning process.
As part of this consultation phase we are
very anxious to hear from those of you in the village who have opinions about how The
Centre should grow and to that end on
Page 2 of this issue of Centrepiece is
a questionnaire which we would love
you to complete--whether you use The
Centre or not.

Consultation Group
We are also planning on creating a
small consultation group to comment
further on specific plans. If you would
like to be considered as part of this
group please send us an email at info@
poppletoncentre.org.uk or contact Beth
Kirkham on 01904 797478.

What’s On
in Poppleton
Friday 11 March

COMMUNITY FILM NIGHT
Another blockbuster
Friday 18 March

KARAOKE & DISCO NIGHT
Hospice Fundraiser
Sunday 3 April

INDOOR CARBOOT SALE
Dance Academy Fundraiser
Tuesday 5 April

POPPLETON ARTS MEETING
At The Centre at 7.30pm
Friday 22 April

RACE NIGHT

Dance Academy Fundraiser
Tuesday 3 May

POPPLETON ARTS MEETING
At The Centre at 7.30pm
Thursday 2 June-Sunday 5 June

PLATINUM JUBILEE WEEKEND
Celebrate in style
Friday 3 June

CHILDRENS’ SPORTS DAY

Note the Friday date
Friday/Saturday 17/18 June June

POPPLETON BEER FESTIVAL
Back for another year
Saturday 27-Monday 29 August

All the Team at
The Centre wish you a very
Happy Easter

ART EXHIBITION
At the Tithe Barn
Saturday 20 August

POPPLETON VILLAGE SHOW
See Page 9 for more details
Weekend 17/18 September

SCARECROW TRAIL
Back for its sixth year
Friday 18 November

CHRISTMAS MARKET
Christmas begins here
Saturday 3 December

SUPERMODELS GIG
Live at The Centre

Poppleton
Jubilee
Plans
The afternoon of Thursday 2 June will be celebrated with a children’s tea party on the Green,
similar to the one held in 1952, writes Stuart
Robson, and the evening will be for older members of the villages with a BBQ, band etc leading up to lighting of the Beacon at 10.00pm. All
the country will be lighting beacons at that time,
and we will have a community choir to lead the
singing of nationalistic songs such as Land of
Hope and Glory, National Anthem etc. There will
be an outdoor bar available also on the Green
to help jolly the festivities along.
Other ideas are being discussed
so watch this space and look for detailed programmes available in retailers nearer the time.

Ideas Welcomed

Any ideas to enhance the celebrations will be
warmly received and we will be looking for volunteers to assist on that date. It is hoped that
many Poppleton organisations will become involved as it is a village celebration of a remarkable reign. Contact details on Page 5.
The following day, Friday June 3rd,
will be the traditional children’s sports day as
the usual Spring Bank Holiday on the Monday
will not exist this year.

Sprucing up
The Centre

It may not be time for Spring cleaning yet but
several smaller projects have kept us busy over
the last month or so.

Barry working on the smoking shelter

The footpath at the back of the car
park, along the boundary hedge, has been retarmacked and Centre stalwart Barry Moss has
done a great job refurbishing the, as it was then,
somewhat ailing smoking shelter. Great job,
Barry.
We are close to finalising details with
City of York Council for the construction of a
new footpath alongside the entrance road to
The Centre which will be jointly funded by the
Trust, Parish Councils and City of York Council.
This has long been on our to-do list as walking

along the driveway can be extremely dangerous.
The yellow lines in the car park which
define no parking zones have also been refreshed.

Parking Issues

While on the subject of parking, there have
been a number of instances recently where parents on the school run have been abusing the
disability parking spaces and ignoring the double yellow lines which are there for a purpose.
Unfortunately there have also been instances of
Centre Manager, Beth Kirkham, getting abuse
when requesting people to move their cars.
Parents are reminded that the disability spaces
may only be used by those with a blue badge
and that if this abuse of our facilities continues
it may be necessary to close the car park to
school parents.

Carbon Neutral Project
We are very close now to obtaining grants for
the planting of a number of trees and hedging
around the perimeter of the sports field, in partnership with the Plant a Tree Today Foundation,
which will not only improve the appearance of
our boundary but help to reduce our carbon
footprint.
Additionally Trustees have agreed to
replace the lights in the Sports Hall which will
considerably reduce our usage of electricity,
reduce our energy costs support our efforts to
become carbon neutral.

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
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Tell us what you think of The Poppleton Centre

Anyone who has tried to book space at the Centre recently will be aware of the pressure there is currently on the rooms that we have available. Over
the next few years 1,500 new homes are scheduled to be built on two sites in Poppleton which is going to lead to even higher demand for space and
facilities at the Centre. Trustees are already considering how to enlarge the building and we would greatly appreciate hearing from local residents –
Centre users and non-users – about what they would like to see in their local community centre. To help we’d love you to complete the questionnaire
below and deliver your completed questionnaire to The Poppleton Centre, Main Street, Upper Poppleton, York YO26 6JT by 11pm on Friday 1 April
2022. If you prefer you can complete the Questionnaire on-line by following the link on our website poppletoncentre.org.uk.
Please answer all the questions that apply
to you as fully as you can:
Do you ever go to the Poppleton Centre?
Yes
No
If you EVER GO what do you go for
(please tick all that apply)

Poppleton Social during daytime
Poppleton Social in the evening
Social Event (Party, Dance)
Bowls Club
Tennis Club
PUFC Player
PUFC Spectator
Community Event

(eg Gig, Bonfire Night, Film Night)

Work Event

Thinking about the Poppleton Social Café
and Bar (as opposed to the rest of The
Centre)
How would you rate the Poppleton Social out
of 10 on various aspects?
(where 1-2 is Very Poor, 3-4 Below
Expectations, 5-6 Good,7-8 Very Good, 9-10
Exceptional)
Food
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Service
1

2

Thinking about The Centre as a whole
How would you rate the overall facilities at the
Centre out of 10?
(where 1-2 is Very Poor, 3-4 Below
Expectations, 5-6 Good,7-8 Very Good, 9-10
Exceptional)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

What do you particularly like/dislike about The
Centre? What, if any, additional or improved
facilities would you like to see and why?

Value for Money
1

2

3

Atmosphere
1

2

3

What do you particularly like/dislike? What
changes, if any, would you like to see?

History Society
Probus
Poppleton Arts
Keep Fit/Health Activity

Do you have any other comments to make
about The Centre and the way it is run?

Children’s Activity in The Centre
Playground
Educational/Art/Craft Activity
Other Club/Activity
Other (please state below)

IF YOU NEVER GO

What stops you from going to any of the
activities at The Centre?

What, if any, changes/additional facilities/improvements would you like to see at The Centre
and why?

Please indicate your age

I went once and didn’t like it
Don’t know about them

Under 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65+

Too far away from where I live

How far away from The Centre do you live?

There’s nothing I want to participate in

Less than 1 mile

Other (please state)

Less than 3 miles
Less than 10 miles
More than 10 miles

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
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Poppleton Trains every half hour
Different times on Sundays.
They run at 04 and 34 mins
past the hour to York again
with a less frequent service after 20.34 with the last train at
22.34. Again, different times on
Sundays.

Improved Trains

Photo: Richard Scott

I am the voluntary station adopter at Poppleton, writes Colin Wood, and a member of the
Poppleton Community Railway Nursery which
provides plants for the small station flower
beds.
Northern Rail recently announced
that the previously hourly service to York and
all stations to Knaresborough, Harrogate and
on to Leeds is now every half hour daily until
mid-evening. It continues until about 22.40 from
York. The new timetable will run until 14 May
2022 but usually it changes very little even then.
Trains run broadly at 17 and 47 minutes past the hour to Knaresborough, Harrogate
and Leeds. They are less frequent after 20.00
and the last one is at 22.47 Monday-Saturday.

Refurbished, quite smart, usually three car trains are used
and they are generally clean,
reliable, on time and have a
toilet on board. Northern Rail
continue to advise the wearing of face masks
on the trains, which are not particularly busy at
the time of writing.
Poppleton Station has a card only
operated ticket machine installed on Platform 1
and are keen to stress the need to buy a ticket
before travelling, providing it works.

Shorter Gate Closures

The crossing gates on Station Road now close
to traffic four times an hour but the operation
takes less time as the signaller no longer has
to walk onto the platform to give/collect a safety
token to/from the train driver. Improvements to
signalling and to track have made this possible
but much of the line is still single tracked.

Easter Greetings from Raj and The Team

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
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the Green with a more rural shelter of wood and glass to alleviate the
perceived existing urban style design. Writing about the Green, a very welcome addition is the delightful bench seat by the church gate, presented
by Rachel Watters in loving memory of her father David Webb and brother,
Simon. In addition the Council also agreed that a tree should be planted in
memory of the sad passing of Millie Wright. We also gave permission for
Northern Electric to lay a new cable across Chantry Green to improve the
electricity supply to houses adjacent to that Green

Upper Poppleton
Parish Council News
From Stuart Robson

Poppleton Jubilee Celebrations
The Council heard about the ongoing plans formulated by a joint group
from Upper and Nether Poppleton Parish Councils for the event to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen to be held in conjunction with all the other events nationally on Thursday June 2nd, which
together with June 3rd have been designated Bank Holidays this year.
Details of this event are on Page 3.

Parking Issues

The Chairman together with Anne Hook, the West Ward Councillor for
York, met with a council highways official to demonstrate the difficulties
created by the parking problems in the village. We are acutely aware of
parking issues particularly around the medical practice, around the school
at certain times and adjacent to the railway station. To follow this up, the
Grant Funding
Chairman has a future meeting in the village with the local MP, Julian
The Council met in January, when it formulated the budget for 2022/3. Sturdy, to examine the problem and explore possible solutions particularly
At that meeting we were pleased to be able to award grants to various with reference to the spare land by the railway station.
applicants for the forthcoming year including Poppleton Luncheon Club,
Contact: Stuart Robson
All Saints Church for church yard maintenance, Millennium Green Trust,
Chairman,
Upper Poppleton Parish Council
The Poppleton Centre and Poppleton Under 5s. All these groups play
stuartrobson367@btinternet.com
an integral role in the activities of the people of the village. Together with
other unavoidable increases in expenditure, we are pleased to announce
that we have managed to keep the village precept below the RPI notional
figure and it will increase the precept by 4.24% from April 2022.

Christmas Competition
Winner

Planning
Decisions
Other Upper Poppleton
Parish council decisions
included, following a vigorous discussion, the cancellation of a proposal to
replace the bus shelter on

The winner of the gorgeous soft toy teddy bear
in our Crack the Cracker Joke Competition was
Claire Dickens from Upper Poppleton.
Congratulations to her and commiserations and
thank you to everyone else who entered.

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
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Soft Plastics now
recyclable locally
The Co-op on The Green became even greener in February when it
introduced a soft plastic recycling bin, writes local resident Chris Starling. The store struggles for space inside, so Co-op have agreed to
place the collection point outside and have it collected daily, alongside
existing materials.
What are soft plastic items?
• The list includes - bread bags, biscuit wrappers, crisp packets,
single-use carrier bags, plastic bags-for-life, clean yogurt pot
lids, pet-food pouches etc. These are items that are not collected by councils.
• All soft plastics except for those which are compostable and
biodegradable. For more information: coop.co.uk/softplastics
Co-op estimates that 300 tonnes could be collected per
year once their collections are fully in place. They are working with
an organisation called Jayplas, which has more than 40 years experience. All soft plastics will be recycled in the UK, so no land-fill sites,
no incineration, no shipping overseas. The material is turned into
plastic granules which are then made into useful secondary products
such as bin liners, buckets, and material for the construction industry.
Unfortunately, you may see the "Not Recyclable” label for
some time yet on soft plastics. Co-op will be changing to use a new
label as soon as it becomes available but this will take some time. I
guess we all need to be patient and supportive as we all go through
this period of increasing recycling.

A GREAT PLACE
TO CELEBRATE

Whatever you’re celebrating
The Lord Collingwood’s a warm and welcoming
venue for lunch, dinner or a pint and a chat

MOTHERS’ DAY

Sunday 27th April
Bookings now being taken for our
fabulous Sunday lunch

EASTER WEEKEND

Book now and don’t miss our great Easter Draw

QUIZ NIGHT

Every Wednesday at 9pm

QUEEN’S JUBILEE WEEKEND
Thursday 2nd - Sunday 5th June
Join us as the village celebrates

OPENING HOURS

Monday-Saturday 12-11pm, Food served 12-2, 5-8pm
Tuesday 4-11pm Bar snacks only
Sunday 12-11pm, Food served 12-3.30pm

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
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POPPLETON ARTS SOCIETY
After two excellent meetings, we continue our
2022 renaissance with an illustrated presentation on
Refurbishing the Grand Organ at York
Minster York Minster
Tuesday 5 April
With 5400 pipes, one of the largest in the
country.
Then our May meeting looks at the fascinating relationship between Turner and Ruskin,
one of his greatest friends and critics
View and Review:
Ruskin, Turner and Us
Tuesday 3 May
All meetings start at 7.30pm
Join or renew membership: £15 p.a. or £4 at the door.
More information: Elizabeth Jackson 01904 795361. ebjtoday@btinternet.com
The footpath at the back of the car park
has recently been retarmacked

Follow
us on

and sign
up on our
website
for our
ENews
mailings
to make
sure you
never miss
what’s on
at
The
Centre

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
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News from
Nether Poppleton
Parish Council

WEA course at The Poppleton Centre
Summer Term 2022
History: The War of the Roses

England 1450-85: rivals for the throne, great families jostling for
power, lords trying to balance patronage and survival - and
Yorkshire a key battleground. Explore what the Wars of the
Roses were all about and how it impacted on the lives of people
across England. We will use contemporary documents, maps
anddiscussion to explore one of England’s most controversial
and debated periods of history.
Mondays 9th May – 4th July 2022 (excluding 30th May)
2 – 4pm
Tutor: Katie Croft
Cost £60.80 (Free to adults in receipt of eligible benefits)
Course reference: C3680182
Enrol online: wea.org.uk or by phone: 0300 303 3464

From Richard Harper

Peter Powell
1st January 1941-27th December 2021
At the end of December we were all saddened to learn of the death of our
friend and colleague Peter Powell.
Peter had been a member of Nether Poppleton Parish Council
for many years. Over the years he has served as Chairman and, more recently, Vice Chairman of our Council. Peter played a key role in the development of the Poppleton Centre. In 2016 he also worked with members of
the Upper Poppleton Parish Council to draw up the Poppleton Neighbourhood Plan. Additionally Peter represented our interests as both a member
and Chairman of the Yorkshire Local Councils Associations and for many
years Peter co-ordinated the Remembrance Day Service in November.
He was also well known throughout the City of York, as he was
involved in many other organisations at some time or other including the
Askham Bryan College Gardening Club through which he could impart his
love of gardening to others.
Peter’s enthusiasm for Parish Council work was insatiable. Recently there was an occasion when Peter was not well enough to physically attend a meeting but he still was able to keep us in order via Zoom.
He will be sorely missed by all of the committee members, especially with
his “Point of Order Chairman” as he kept us on track and to the point.
At the January meeting of the Parish Council it was decided that
we would dedicate the new bench near the Duck Pond to Peter’s memory.
We felt that this was appropriate as this is a “Happy to Chat” bench and
Peter was always ready to stop for a chat.
Our condolences go out to Anne, her sons and grandchildren.
The members of Nether Poppleton Parish Council
Sean Barry, Chris Steward, Edie Jones, Ceri Lamb, Ann Hook,
Richard Harper, James Mackman

A Message from Anne Powell and Family
Anne, Robert, David, Andrew and Michael would like to say
thank you for the cards, letters, flowers, emails and phone
calls over the last eight weeks and the months leading up
to when Peter (pictured here) passed away. We have been
truly overwhelmed with the love and kindness that has been
shown towards Peter. We would also like to thank you for
the donations to the Charities (St. Leonard’s Hospice and
Yorkshire Air Ambulance).

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
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Team England Success For Poppleton Centre Dance School
“each competing country only has four places available per age group
and dance genre, so it is a real testament to the incredible talent and
skill of each of our dancers to be asked to represent England.”
The Dance World Cup is considered to be the ‘Olympics
of Dance’ and to be acknowledged as being one of the best dance
schools in the country is an amazing achievement.
The team are looking for sponsors and anyone with a local
business who might like to get involved. They also have a number of
fundraising events they're hoping the community will support.
Gabrielle Russell and dancer Ava being interviewed
in the Centre Sports Hall on Look North by Heidi Tomlinson

For more information please contact lmpafundraising@outlook.co.uk

A team of 30 young dancers have qualified for Team England at the Dance
World Cup with their dance school Lisa Marie Performing Arts, who train at
the Poppleton Centre. To win their coveted place on Team England, they
competed in the English Qualifiers against the very best young dancers in
the country.
This is the first time a team from North Yorkshire has qualified for
Team England,
to compete internationally at the
Dance World Cup
Finals. They will
compete against
61 other countries
in San Sebastian,
Spain, from 24th
June to 2nd July
2022.
Gabrielle Russell, choreographer and Artistic Director at Lisa Marie Performing Arts said

Wanting to buy or sell? Contact Sarah on 07887 513349
or lmpafundraising@outlook.com

"a godsend, which
has taken a
weight off
my shoulders"
-homecare.co.uk
client review

Wellbeing
Personal care
Dementia care
Companionship
Household tasks
Outings & activities
Medication support

Call us on 01904 530 118
york@radfieldhomecare.co.uk
www.radfieldhomecare.co.uk

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
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Happy Easter to you all from Centrepiece
Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
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They say a change is as good as a rest...
...in which case we’ll all be well rested in the
months to come as there are a lot of changes
going on in Poppleton and even more planned
as huge developments start to take shape on
the outskirts and Trustees begin a period of consultation with the village about how we should
undertake the essential growth of The Centre.

The Restaurant Scene

Sadly Nicky, Peter, Tom
and Dan are leaving The
White Horse and are heading for pastures new. They
told us “As most of you will
be aware by now, we have

called time on our tenancy at The White Horse
and will be leaving during the 1st week of April
this year.
We would like to take this opportunity
to send a massive thank you to all our customers, friends and family that have supported us
over the previous five years - too many to mention but we miss you all. Most of all the banter,
laughter and the fun we’ve had along the way.
When we leave the pub we will be
taking the opportunity to spend more time with
our respective families, interspersed with travelling and a slower pace of life.
We do however have some good
news for you. Our youngest son, Tom, is in

negotiations with the owner of the Lord Nelson
pub in Nether Poppleton to take up residency
and become its new landlord sometime late
May this year, so exciting times ahead…watch
this space!”
On the other side of the A59 Luigi’s is on the
brink of closing due to owner Angelo’s poor
health following major surgery. According to
York Mix, local church the Hope Centre wants
to take over Luigi’s Ristorante. Under plans
submitted to City of York Council it includes a
seating plan for 84 people. “The average in-person Sunday attendance at the church’s temporary home in Acomb Parish Hall in 2021 was 63,
and the maximum was 83,” planning documents
state. There will also be a crêche on the ground
floor and a Sunday School room and office on
the first floor.

Post Office Changed Hands

On the shop front,
our channel-swimming postmaster,
Chris Bolton, is
moving on from
Poppleton Village
Store and Post Office which was taken
over by Karthik Pari-

asamy in mid-February.
He and his team run another Post Office and
three petrol stations in the South Cave/Brough
area. The branding on the facia will change as
their wholesale supplier switches from Today’s
to Londis but their service and opening hours
will still be same, we understand. The shop will
be managed by Karthik’s cousin Raj who will be
moving to Poppleton to ensure that everything
continues to run smoothly.

The Poppleton Centre
Since we’re talking ‘Change’ a reminder that
we’d love to have your views on what The Centre should be doing to accommodate the heavy
demands on our facilities. If you can spare the
time to complete our questionnaire on Page 2
we’d be most grateful. If you prefer to complete
the questionnaire on-line you can access it via
our website poppletoncentre.org.uk. Your views
are important to us to help us give you The Centre that’s right for your needs.

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
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Poppleton Lawn Tennis Club

Poppleton Junior FC

News from Mel Hudson

All Leagues Back
We are delighted that this year all competitive
leagues will return this season. Because of
the high numbers of players and skilled juniors coming through, we will be entering a 4th
men’s team into the league. Our league teams
this season are: four men’s, three women’s
and four mixed doubles. In preparation for this,
team captains will be arranging practice sessions and the club continues to run its Wednesday night social tennis from 6.30-8pm. If you
are interested in joining one of our teams then
please do pop down to chat to a committee
member or mention it to one of the coaches.

Kids’ Sessions Popular

Belinda and her team of coaches continue their
excellent programme of group and private lessons. All the sessions are now full and they
have a waiting list which they are slowly getting
through. We now have a new internet coaching account which has made payment tracing
far simpler. Despite the cold weather children
still turn up with smiles on their faces and enjoy the friendly competitive spirit of the Sunday
mini tournaments that Belinda runs.

News from Rich Fox

Mixed Bag Results

Volunteer Roles

The season continues uninterrupted (thankfully) for both the First and Second team. Results for the first team have been somewhat
of a ‘mixed bag’ however performances have
been positive. Alex Janes continues to lead the
first team and introduction of new players has
bolstered the playing squad with new faces
settling in well. We do feel we are in a strong
position moving forward into future seasons.
Regarding the reserve team, it is a
similar story. Some really positive results have
placed us in a decent position within our division, yet (as with the first team) we lack consistency. Sam has done a great job in integrating new players with the existing reserve team
squad, again giving us a positive outlook for
the coming seasons.
Both teams are in mid table positions
and with a little more consistency could be
much further up their respective leagues.
Training continues to take place
weekly and is generally well attended even
during the cold, wet evenings!

We need your help!
As you may know, Poppleton Junior
Football Club is run by a small band of volunteers. Over the last 15 years we’ve seen
PJFC grow from a small set-up with a couple
of Portakabins to one of North Riding’s flagship, award-winning clubs.
As our children grow into young
adults and leave the club, our volunteers
move on and we need fresh faces to help
keep us running. We have a lot of fun and get
immense satisfaction from helping to provide
400+ girls and boys with a safe environment in
which to play, learn and develop football and
social skills, and we are currently looking for
volunteers for the following roles:
Vice Chairman Vice Secretary
Vice Treasurer
to assist our current executive committee.
If you would like more information, please
contact Sam on pjfcvicesec@gmail.com

Off The Pitch
Off the pitch PUFC committee are working hard
to secure funding via grants etc to allow us to
invest in the future of the club. Focus is mainly
on the maintenance of the pitch. Although Jon
Beech is doing a fantastic job as groundsman,
some work is having to be sub-contracted
due to our lack of equipment. It is the committee’s plan that if successful in the obtaining of
grants, investment will be made in equipment
to allow us to be more self sufficient (and ultimately keeping costs to a minimum).
We would like to take this opportunity
to thank everyone at the Trust and Poppleton
Centre for their continued support and hopefully look forward to seeing some of the general
community at the pitch supporting both teams.

Further information from
If you would like to play tennis, and are a
Craig Suttle
member of the club, then courts must be precraigsuttle@hotmail.co.uk
booked via the on-line booking system – walkons are not permitted and the courts are only
open to members. https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/
PoppletonLawnTennisClub/Booking/BookBy- Thank you to all our new and existing members
Date#?date=2020-05-12&role=guest.
who have supported the club throughout the
year.
Wonderful Facilities
As always it is a pleasure to see our members
enjoying the wonderful tennis facilities as well
as the Poppleton Social, the café at the Poppleton Centre.

Tenth Beerfest

www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/
PoppletonLawnTennisClub
Twitter @PoppletonTennis
Facebook.com/PoppletonTennisClub

One of the fun things we get involved in each
year is running the Poppleton Beer Festival.
With lockdowns forcing the cancellation of the
last two beer festivals, we’re delighted to be
back this year with our 10th festival, and we’re
aiming to be back with a bang!
The dates for your diaries are:
17 June - 4-11pm; 18 June - 12-11pm
There will be the usual mix of fine ales and
craft beer, cider, gin, prosecco, pimms, food,
music, dancing and an amazing summer, family vibe.
We’ve also loads of sponsorship opportunities, so if you’re interested in helping to
support the festival whilst promoting your
business, please get in touch with Paul on
chairmanpoppletonjfc@gmail.com or Rich via
the beer festival’s Facebook page.
More information on our website
www.poppletonjfc.btck.co.uk
or contact Club Seretary Sam Dowson

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
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Poppleton Bowls Club

News from Colin Robinson
Poppleton Bowls Club members are looking
forward to the start of the outdoor bowling
season - not so very far away with the green
open day being Saturday 23 April 2022, St.
George’s Day by chance. The Green Team
have continued to work hard throughout the
closed season and already the green looks in
tip, top, condition.
There is an exciting programme of
events planned, friendly competitions within
the club, league matches, both mens and
ladies throughout the summer and PBC are
hosting three visiting teams.
As well as the competitive play the
club has social bowls on several occasions
every week. For those who wish to have a
go, on Tuesday evenings our coaches are
available to help and encourage. Bowls is
very good fun! It is also a very social game.
It helps general fitness as bowlers are out in
the fresh air, walking up and down the green
for some two hours plus in matches. There
is also some bending and stretching. A great
way to meet new friends. Poppleton Bowls
Club really is a very friendly club.
For more information contact

Colin Robinson, Secretary

01904 783281
colinanddee.robinson@btopeworld.com

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
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Poppleton Library
is OPEN
Meeting 1 December 2021
Sir Alexander Beaumont Churchill Dixie of
Poppleton Croft by Julian Crabb
I was intrigued by an email 18 October 2013
from March, Cambridgeshire which told of the
life of Sir Alexander Beaumont Churchill Dixie:
“Prior to moving to ‘Poppleton Croft’ (house,
pub, club farm?) he lived in Scotland with his
parents in law. Seemingly when his wife died in
1905 he found his way, pretty hard up I guess,
to Poppleton Croft. I have a CD of his letters,
which are copyright of Cambridge University
Library. You are free to borrow it if Poppleton
History Society wants to pick through it, the
ones emanating from Poppleton Croft are to his
cousin Mr Churchill [not Winston]. I am simply
curious to know what Poppleton Croft was. Today it appears to be a three house cul de sac off
Beech Way. I trust this is a little bit to add to your
village history”.
Despite a trawl of ancient local knowledge no one knew of a Poppleton Croft but
one day in 2020 when delivering Centrepiece
around Westfield Lane I noted that the house on
the corner with Hodgson Lane was called ‘The
Croft’. Could this be the missing house?
Contact with the owners not only verified the fact but they had many documents relating to purchases and sales of the house since
its build, including an indenture 26 May 1919
of the purchase of the house by Sir Alexander
and his second wife. He was however already
in residence as he wrote 12 letters to his cousin
from Poppleton Croft, the first being 12 November 1917. He wrote a further 41 from his last
known residence in Scarborough.
A photograph of Sir Alexander (below)
shows him sitting outside the front door porch in
1918 looking very dapper. A second indenture
23 April 1920 reveals the sale of the house by
Lady Alice Dixie - so the couple were only in
Poppleton
about
three years. Why the
baronet and his wife
chose to live in this
village is unknown or
even why they left for
Scarborough.
Sir Alexander was
the 11th Baronet
of Bosworth Hall in
Leicestershire and
came from a long
line of the Dixie family. Born in1851 he succeeded his father in 1872 aged 20 but lost the family
seat due to heavy gambling despite inheriting
a fortune. He did however marry a remarkable
women, Lady Florence Douglas. She was a
writer and great traveller and very distressed at

A brilliant range of books for all ages
We stock Large Print and talking Books
Access to the Ancestry and Find My Past
websites
Update your York Card or you can do this
on-line as a digital card at card.exploreyork.
org.uk
E books and E Audio books are available via
the Libby app
We still recommend observing Covid
measures (hand santitising, masks, social
distancing etc) however thisis not mandatory
and is subject to personal preference

the loss of Bosworth Hall. She died of diphtheria
in 1905 aged 50. Sir Alexander married again
and lived to 1924. He died aged 73 in Scarborough and left a mere £407 to his wife. He did,
however, insist on being buried in the family
vault in the churchyard adjacent to Bosworth
Hall rather then with his first wife in Scotland
on her father’s estate at Dumfries. The Baronetcy of Dixie became extinct with the 13th Baron
having no male issue
Further work is being done by Poppleton History Society to translate the 53 letters
which are handwritten but on poor quality paper.

Meeting 5 January 2022

A Line in the Sand – the Fall of the Alamo
and the Rise of Texas by David Skillen

For more information and opening times
please see ur website exploreyork.org.uk
We value your support and look forward to
seeing you

The Alamo

The speaker is a retired Civil Servant but studied history. On retirement he travelled widely
delivering talks, workshops and short courses.
The Alamo was commonly called,
‘The Mission San Antonia de Valera’ and part of
a fortress compound founded in the 18th century by Roman Catholic Spanish missionaries.
It is now San Antonia in Texas. Following a 13
day siege from 23 February to 6 March 1836
Mexican troops under General Antonia Lopez
de Santa Anna reclaimed the Alamo Mission
from Texas settlers. Months previously Texians
had driven out Mexican troops and about a
hundred garrisoned the Mission. James Bowie,
David Crockett and William Travis added to the
numbers.
On the 23rd February some 1500
Mexican troops moved to retake the Alamo.
Travis pleaded for more men and supplies but
there existed a treaty between Mexico and
America and help would have been a declaration of war. Bowie, Crockett and Travis were all
killed together with most in the Mission.
Out for revenge a Texian army organised by Sam Houston defeated the Mexican
troops at the Battle of San Jacinto, only two
months after the Alamo defeat. The Republic of
Texas was formed and Houston the first President. Texas became part of the United States
in 1845. After his death in 1863 a statue was
erected to Houston in Huntsville. Today the
Mission is an historical site and ‘Remember the
Alamo’ has inspired Americans in battle to this
day.

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
14

meet I eat I play I relax

Village Show 2022

The Village Show is returning in full this year,
writes David Johnson, so now is the time to dig
the garden, buy the seeds and start planning your
handicraft project for the show.
The dates for your diary are:9th April – Distribution of the free “spud” and
Carrot seeds outside the Allerton Road shops for

the Spud in a Bucket and Carrot in a Bucket
competition. Free programmes will be available
from then on.
18th August – Final date for submission of entry forms, by 12.00 noon, to Anne Penrice at 19
Riversvale Drive, Upper Poppleton, YO26 6JY.
19th August – Friday 7.00-8.00 pm Set up exhibits in the hall.
20th August – Village Show Day Saturday

9.00 -10.30 Set up exhibits in hall
10.30 – 12.00 Judging
13.00 – 16.00 Show open to the public.
16.15 – Award of Prizes
17.00 – Show ends, all exhibits to be collected.
On and about the Green will be a variety of
stalls, a vintage car display, games and a brass
band as well as tea and cake in the Methodist
hall, so do come and enjoy the day.

Give yourself a Spring clean at
Most of these activities are currently running at The Centre - ring contact for more information

Organisation
Aiki Jujitsu Club

Days/times (24 hour clock used)
Monday & Tuesday 18.00-19.30

Contact

Contact No.

Paul Brown

07764 370197

Baby Ballet

Saturday 09.00-12.00

Jemma Thomaz

07428 644219

Baby Band

Monday 09.00-11.00

Charlotte Hill

07789 005477

Colin Robinson

01904 783281

Thursday (twice a month) 19.00-22.00

Lesley Holroyd

01904 345657

Monday 10.00-14.00

Doreen Griffin

07562 388670

Rachael

07882 076754

Pete Moss

07525 655116

Christian Fox

07711 871170

Wednesday 20.00-21.00

John Millington

01904 794455

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday

Call for details

07872 508651

Bowls
Bridge Club
Ebor Lacemakers
Easy Aerobics
Football - Veterans
Football - All Stars Football Academy
Keep Fit - Men
Lisa Marie Performing Arts

Wednesdays 13.30-14.30
Friday 19.00-20.30
Monday 16.00-19.00; Wednesday 16.00-19.00

Pilates - Beginners

Tuesday 10.00-11.00

Gill Crane

07903 756682

Pilates - Intermediate

Tuesday 11.30-12.30

Gill Crane

07903 756682

Elizabeth Jackson

01904 795361

Stuart Robson

01904 794929

Julian Crabb

01904 798868

Poppleton Arts Society

Monthly, 1st Tuesday, 19.30 Sept-June

Poppleton Cricket Club
Poppleton History Society

Meet once a month

Poppleton Probus

Alternate Wednesdays 10.00-12.00

Paul Sanderson

01904 796958

Poppleton Social

For opening hours check their Facebook page

Sam Gallagher

07869 755083

Tuesday 9.30-10.30

Rob Brining

07530 439457

Simply French

Monday 15.00-16.00; 16.15-17.15

Ann Roberts

07985 573195

Sing and Sign

Thursday 10.00-13.00

Anne Gibbeson

07811 651720

Tish Bolton

07850156555

Tennis - Membership and Enquiries

Tony Howarth

078809 688371

Tennis - Junior and Adult Classes

Belinda Turnbull

01904 750778

Thursday 10.00=14.00

Hannah Piggott

07734 956997

Wednesday 10.00-11.00

Maggie Wilson

07989 256345

Yoga

Monday 19.30-20.45

Maureen Payne

01904 861564

Yoga for Modern Life

Tuesday 11.00-12.00

Susan Bradley

07954 238424

Weekly, Wednesday 19.15-21.15

Peter Bayliss

01904 490001

Rugby Tots

Stretch and Mobility

Tumbletots
Walking Netball

York Photographic Society

Mondays 11.30-12.30; Wednesday 12.30-1.30

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
Contact Centre Manager 01904 797478 info@poppletoncentre.org.uk
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If you would like to advertise or have some interesting news and
would like to reach the 5000 residents of Upper and Nether
Poppleton in one of our quarterly issues contact
Bob Wood at centerpiece@poppletoncentre.org.uk
or Beth Kirkham at info@poppletoncentre.org.uk, 01904 797478

Centrepiece is designed and produced by Bob Wood for Poppleton Community Trust (Charity No. 523984), The Poppleton Centre, Main Street,
Upper Poppleton, York YO26 6JT. This issue printed by Peter Turpin Associates YO30 4XG and distributed free of charge door-to-door throughout
Poppleton by our team of dedicated volunteers. It is also available as a PDF at poppletoncentre.org.uk as well as being emailed to everyone registered on our ENews database. It is entirely funded by the generosity of our advertisers.

Find out more at poppletoncentre.org.uk
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